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and made use of in printing works. If a printed
piece of paper, which has just come from the press
and the ink on which is still quite damp, is placed on
an elastic foundation, and a clean printing roller rolled
over it lightly, then the roller absorbs part of the
ink from the paper; if this roller is then passed over
a sheet of paper which has been damped, and which
also has an elastic foundation, it imparts to the
paper the ink and a fairly clear impression is ob-
tained. If rolled over a second, third, etc., sheet of
paper, further but increasingly fainter impressions
are obtained from the roller.
Owing to the capacity of the glycerine glue mass
to absorb colours from a foundation and to transmit
it to others, it has been successfully used for the
copying of documents, and the instruments, with
the help of which such copies have been made,
have been called hectographs (hundred " copiers"),
as they enable up to a hundred legible copies to be
taken.
That this should be possible is again owing to the
wonderful quality of glycerine, and the ink with
which the original matter to be manifolded is
written must also contain glycerine, and the manu-
facture of such inks will be described later.
The glycerine glue masses, used in the making of
hectographs, are obtained in the manner already in-
dicated, and in recipes given for the making of hecto-
graph blocks, it is often recommended to use the
best gelatine. It is, however, quite superfluous to
use very expensive gelatine, as with ordinary glue of